
THE PROGRESSION OF SIN 
 
James 1:12-15 
 
12
Blessed (happy, to be envied) is the man who is patient under trial 

and stands up under temptation, for when he has stood the test and 
been approved, he will receive [the victor's] crown of life which God 
has promised to those who love Him. 
 
    

13
Let no one say when he is tempted, I am tempted from God; for 

God is incapable of being tempted by [what is] evil and He Himself 
tempts no one. 
 
    

14
But every person is tempted when he is drawn away, enticed 

and baited by his own evil desire (lust, passions). 
 
    

15
Then the evil desire, when it has conceived, gives birth to sin, 

and sin, when it is fully matured, brings forth death. 
 
Romans 6:23 
 
23
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
This week I want to teach on a topic that has been completely side 
stepped and ignored by many pulpits. 
 
I know this is our first Sunday live on television but I feel strongly 
persuaded to minister on this word because it comes from God. 
 
I want to talk about the progression of sin and then I will talk a little about 
the consequences of sin and finally I will give you solution on how to walk 
in holiness. 
 
I know it will be very quiet here in the house of God but its okay as I did 
not come to be popular, I came to deliver the word of God. 



 
James is one of the most powerful books in the New Testament because 
it is themed around practical Christianity. 
 
James was written to encourage Christians who were at that time under 
great Roman persecution and had been scattered from Palestine to the 
many lands around the Mediterranean Sea. 
 
In this particular text, James addresses the concept of temptation and the 
progression of sin and finally gives the consequences of sin. 
 
He begins Verse 12 by saying, “blessed is the man that endures 
temptation for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, 
which the Lord has promised them that love Him”. 
 
The Amplified defines blessed as; happy and to be envied is the man 
who stands strong under temptation.  
 
Now there are two words that many times are used interchangeably in 
scriptures that need to be defined; 
 
The word TRIALS and the word TEMPTATIONS. 
 
For example Genesis 22:1, (   

1
And it came to pass after these things, 

that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he 
said, Behold, here I am.) the King James Version says that God 
tempted Abraham – I think the best word should have been God tested 
Abraham. 
 
The first concept is testing or trials that God uses so that He can 
strengthen His children in their walk of faith and ultimately, like James 
said, so that they can receive a crown of life. 
 
The second concept is tempting or temptation – which come to the 
children of God with the purpose of making them fall. 
 
God may test but God never tempts. 



 
God cannot be a force of evil or misfortune. 
 
In fact James says let no man say that when he is tempted “I am 
tempted of God, for God cannot tempt with evil neither does He 
tempt any man”. 
 
So ladies and gentlemen you cannot blame God because of the 
temptation you might be facing because in God there is no evil. He is not 
an author of evil because the nature of temptation is to make you fall into 
sin. 
 
God will never ever send anything your way to make you worse but to 
make you better. 
 
What the Bible promises about God is that the one who shall endure 
temptation, the one that shall stand firmly in the face of temptation and 
refuse to compromise, the Bible promises he shall receive the victor’s 
crown of life, which God has promised and prepared for those who love 
Him. 
 
So what is progression of sin. 
 
James says in the text and I will use the Amplified Version, but every 
person is tempted when he is drawn away, enticed and baited by his own 
evil desires, lusts and passions. 
 
Lets break this scripture bit by bit. 
 
Every person is tempted when; 
 
1. He is drawn away. 

 
The journey to a mess begins when one becomes drawn away. 
 
Drawn away from fellowship, drawn away from prayer, drawn away from 
worship, drawn away from Bible study, drawn away from intimacy with 



God, drawn away from accountability structures that God has placed in 
your life to keep you in check. 
 
It all begins when the person is drawn away – too busy to pray, too busy 
to read the Bible, too busy to memorize scripture, too busy to go to 
Church, too busy to fellowship in the cell group or department in Church. 
 
The excuse; Pastor you don’t understand I am doing my masters, Pastor 
I just got a promotion so I have to work extra hours, Pastor I just got the 
contract so I have to go out and meet colleagues. 
 
All these excuses end up in one place, being drawn away. 
 
The job that will make you not have time with God has become your God. 
 
The money that will make you not have time God has already become 
your God. 
 
That is why Jehovah says to you in Revelation 2:4 “Nevertheless, I 
have this against you, you have left your first love”. 
 
Do you remember the days prayer was your first love, you were looking 
for places to go and pray and fast and you would stay there for days – it 
was your first love – now you even have an extra bedroom that you can 
turn into an altar but no, you would rather be watching desperate house 
wives and inspector Mwala. 
 
You have left your first love. 
 
The Bible says, “Remember therefore from where you have fallen”. 
Revelation 2:5 
 
It all begins when you are drawn away. Every time you are drawn away 
your strength and resolve to stand begins to dissipate. 
 
After that the Bible says the second thing that happens is that the person 
is enticed. 



 
2. Enticed – means; 

 
To delude, to deceive, to lure, something that is highly attractive and able 
to arouse desire - to beguile. 
 
The Bible says that the person is enticed by his own evil desires. 
 
Everyone on the face of the earth has certain desires – some of these 
desires are common in all of us but some desires are peculiar to an 
individual. 
 
Desire by itself is not bad, in fact the Bible says in Psalms 37:4 - delight 
yourself in the Lord and He shall give you the desires of your heart. 
 
But evil desires – also known as lusts are the foundation of sin. 
 
An enticing desire is one that continues to push you to what is wrong or 
even wicked. 
 
An enticing desire taunts you mercilessly and causes you to be horribly 
restless until its demands are met even if the end is destruction. 
 
An enticing desire may know the end consequence but it is so strong that 
it is actually called a stronghold. 
 
The Bible asks in Proverbs 6:27-28 “

27
Can a man take fire in his 

bosom and his clothes not be burned? 
28
Can one go upon hot coals 

and his feet not be burned?” 
 
Whatever you don’t deal with will deal with you. 
 
Now James says the person is enticed by his own lust – that is to say you 
cannot be enticed in the area where you have no struggles. 
 
If you have no lust for money, you cannot be tempted to steal, if you have 
no lust for alcohol you cannot be tempted to drink. 



 
So the lust must be internal before it is external. 
 
No wonder Jesus taught us that it is not what enters a man that defiles 
him but it is the things that come from within a man that defile him. 
 
If it not within you it cannot tempt you – so be watchful of your areas of 
struggle because those are the very areas of enticement. 
 
After drawing away and then enticing or luring then number 3 comes 
baiting.  
 
3. To bait is to set up a person or to bait is to set a person up as a 
target.  

 
This is where you are now in the jaws of the destroyer. 
 
To be baited is to be led by the neck like a cow is led into the 
slaughterhouse. 
 
The trap has already caught the prey and the line has already caught the 
fish. 
 
Now Paul continues to teach that when lust has conceived it brings forth 
sin and when sin has finished its work death is inevitable. 
 
Paul teaches in Romans 6:23 that “the wages (the full salary) of sin is 
death”. 
 
The destination of all this progression is to take you to the place of death. 
 
What is death? – Separation – separation from your dreams, separation 
from your vision, separation from your destiny, separation from advancing 
in life, separation from your children. 
 
Sin breeds death – it is the natural and inevitable result of sin – the Bible 
says in Ezekiel 18:20 – “the soul that sinneth it shall die”. 



 
Death is also banishment from communion with God, from the favor of 
God and from the presence of God. 
 
How do you break the cycle of sin in your life. 
 
 
1. Repent. 
 

To repent is not to be remorseful but it is a complete turn around from a 
lifestyle of sin. 
 
1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”. 
 
Don’t play with this thing – repent sister girl, repent brother boy, don’t 
deny that you have a problem – pretending that you don’t have a problem 
doesn’t make it go away. 
 
2. Cleanse yourself with the word of God. 

 
The best detergent to clean your soul is the word of God. 
 
Jesus prayed that God will “clean them, cleanse them through thy 
truth, thy word is truth” – John 17:17. 
 
The word is the best detergent to purge you from every toxic desire that 
has hidden in the recesses of your soul. 
 
The Bible says in Ephesians 5:25-26 – that “Christ loved the Church 
and gave Himself for it that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of the water by the word”. 
 
The word of God when you read and meditate on it will sink into your 
spirit and begin to destroy all the rubbish that your soul has to carry. 
 
 



3. Become a slave of God. 
 
Romans 6:22 NKJV says “But now having been set free from sin, and 
having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and 
the end, everlasting life.” 
 
Make up your mind that you will not be a slave of sin but a slave of God. 
 
Jesus said in Matthew 11:29-30 “draw near to God and He will draw 
near to you”. 
 
4. Put boundaries around your life that will protect you. 

 
Putting boundaries may seem excessive but I promise you, you will not 
end up in a ditch. 
 
The Bible says, “Whosoever breaks the hedge the serpent shall bite 
him”. - Ecclesiastes 10:8 
 
Keep the hedge up at all times, boundaries that are very defined and not 
negotiable. 
 
Put boundaries in what you watch and on what you listen to. 
 
What you watch and listen to affects your thoughts, your thoughts affect 
your behavior and your behavior becomes your character. 
 
5. Keep godly company. 

 
Show me your friends and I will show you who you are. 
 
The Bible says in Proverbs 13:20 “He that walketh with the wise shall 
be wise but the companion of fools shall be destroyed”. 
 
Be careful who you allow to give you counsel because if a person is lost it 
is difficult for them to show you the right direction. 
 



6. Understand the power of delayed gratification. 
 
Delayed gratification means you pay now and eat later instead of eating 
now and paying later. 
 
 
 


